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     ST MICHAEL’S PRE-SCHOOL 

Telephone:01438 815003  

email: admin@stmichaelspreschool.org 

       website: www.stmichaelspreschool.org 
Pre-school leader: Mrs D May 

 

Summer 2016 – Newsletter 2 
Dear Parents 
 

Welcome back to a very busy final half term of the academic year!  I hope that you all 

enjoyed the bank holiday weekend and half term break.   

 

Changes to Staffing for September 2016 

Firstly, some sad news.  Jo Critchley will be leaving the pre-school at the end of the 

academic year.  Jo is a long standing and dedicated member of the team at the pre-school 

and we will really miss the expertise and enthusiasm that she brings to all 

her work with the children.  I know that you will all join staff members, the 

committee and me in thanking her and wishing her well in her new job.  Jo will 

continue to support her key children right up until the end of term but she will be working 

closely with other members of staff to provide ‘hand over’ information for those children 

that will be with us next year.  If this applies to your child, Jo will speak to you over the 

next week to let you know who will be your child’s key person from September and to outline 

our handover plans.    

We are in the process of recruiting someone new to join the team from September and, 

once this has been confirmed, I will let you know.  

 

Topics and Themes 

We begin this term by continuing to provide activities based on the 

children’s interest in minibeasts.   This week we will also be introducing 

the children to two new resources in the garden: our water wall and the 

large wooden construction bricks purchased as a result of our excellent 

Easter fundraising.  Later in the term the children will be preparing a little 

something for someone special at home, getting ready for sports day, and we 

hope to end the term by providing lots of opportunities for the children to splash 

around in our paddling pool! Of course, we will continue to plan activities based on the 

children’s interests too. Please keep us informed of your child’s interests at home so that 

we can incorporate this into our planning.    You can do this by having a quick chat with your 

child’s key person, by using a ‘Wow!’ sheet (attached with this letter and available in the 

pre-school) or by emailing me. 

 

Village Day 

Village day was a great fundraising success for us.  The exact total raised on the 

day has yet to be finalised but it is in the region of £1100!  Many thanks to 

Rachel Stringer, our chairperson, for organising the event and to the fantastic 

team of helpers who worked so hard in the heat on the day! 
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‘Moving on’ 

Transition activities for children moving on to primary school will continue this half term. 

We will visit the reception classroom and garden and take the children on tours of the rest 

of the school including the hall, office and other classrooms.   

 

Sports Day – Tuesday 5th July – 11.00am 

As previously advised, this event will take place on the above date on St Michael’s School 

field.  Children that attend pre-school on a Tuesday should arrive at the normal time 

(9.00am). If your child does not attend on a Tuesday, but you would like them to take part 

in the event, please bring them to the pre-school at 10.30am.   All parents are, of course, 

invited to stay and watch, and for parents of children that do not usually 

attend on a Tuesday this will be essential. This event is most appropriate for 

our older children but it can be a little daunting for our youngest.  Although all 

the children will have had the opportunity to practise in the days before the 

event, if, on the day they do not want to take part and would rather sit and watch with you, 

this is perfectly understandable.  Can we ask that all the children wear shorts or trousers 

and no skirts or dressing up clothes.  Appropriate footwear is also essential.  You are 

welcome to photograph or film the event but please be reminded that this is for personal 

use only and images should not be uploaded to social networking sites.  During the event a 

raffle will be held so donations of bottles, chocolates or similar gift items would be much 

appreciated.  Should it be wet on the day the event will be cancelled. 

 

Parent Consultations – Monday 4th July – Friday 15th July 

We have chosen not to offer a single afternoon for meetings with your key person as this 

proved unpopular in the autumn term.  Instead please make an appointment with your key 

person within the period above that is mutually convenient.  At the meeting you will have the 

opportunity to review your child’s learning journal, discuss steps to support their learning 

and development in the future and you will receive a written end of year summary.   

 

Reminders and Requests 

 Please return your child’s learning journal to us as soon as possible so that we can 

continue to update it.  Don’t forget to add a few comments using the speech bubble 

post-its that we have provided and to complete the ‘parents’ comments’ section of 

the learning and development summary 

 If you would like us to ‘top up’ sun cream for your child at lunch times on sunny days 

please ensure that you provide a named bottle of sun cream for your child.   

 For safety reasons, can I please remind you that we do not allow children to wear 

open-toed sandals at pre-school. 

 Please be sure to provide us with a set of spare clothing clearly marked with your 

child’s name.  May I also ask that you wash and return borrowed items of clothing to 

us as quickly as possible as our supplies are limited.  

 

Yours sincerely  

Debbie May 

Pre-school leader 
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Look what I did at home… 
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