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     ST MICHAEL’S PRE-SCHOOL 

Telephone:01438 815003  

email: admin@stmichaelspreschool.org 

       website: www.stmichaelspreschool.org 
 

Pre-school leader: Mrs D May 

 

Spring 2016 – Newsletter 1 
Dear Parents 
 

Happy New Year to you all and I hope that you had a fun but relaxing break.  On behalf of 

all the team here, I would like to offer thanks for all of the delightful Christmas gifts that 

many of you purchased.  We were touched and extremely grateful. 

 

We are delighted to welcome Oscar Batson, Erin Barber, Timothy Jones, 

Thomas Boyle, Alex Edghill and Sophie Black this half term.  We hope that 

they and their families will have a very happy time with us.   

 

Themes and Topics 

We begin the half term by sharing all our exciting news from the holiday 

and with activities planned based on the children’s interest in sand.   

Our maths focus for the half term is shape and we will continue to look at 

rhyme during our letters and sounds activities.  Please see the weekly 

overview for further details of our planned activities for this week and on an ongoing basis 

so that you can link your child’s learning at home to that in the pre-school. Planning for the 

remainder of the term will be based on children’s interests as usual, however, we do intend 

to include a number of activities to help the children gain an appreciation of healthy eating 

practises and exercise.   

 

Ready to Learn! 

At pre-school the emphasis is on fun and ‘learning through play’, but we are also preparing 

children for full-time education. One of the questions we are frequently asked is how 

carers can help with this process and begin to prepare their children for school. Although 

this may seem a long way off there are ways that you can begin to ready your child for 

more formal learning. Some of the most essential skills are ‘self-care’ skills such as 

managing clothing and hygiene, and developing self-confidence. At this young age these 

qualities are more important than reading and writing which will come when children have 

better developed ‘thinking skills’. 

 

There are many ways you can help your child move towards independence; 

• Look for easy to manage clothing such as elasticated trousers and pull on T-shirts.   

Let your child undress and dress himself at home. 

• Encourage her to put on and do up her own coat. Big buttons and toggles are easiest.  

• Teach your child to put his own shoes on and do them up. Velcro 

fastenings are fantastic. Lace up shoes, whilst sturdy and safe, make 

independence almost impossible! 



Registered charity no: 1102358                       Ofsted registration no: EY272315          

• Make sure your child can wash and dry her own hands effectively. 

• Encourage him to blow or wipe his own nose. 

• Help her to be confident in expressing her needs. A simple word or short sentence 

will be more effective than crying! 

 

Obviously we do not expect children to achieve these things immediately and it is part of 

our everyday provision to nurture and develop self-care skills in all our children. As a staff 

we believe every child should be supported and challenged to reach their full potential. You 

can be assured that we will always help your child in developing their abilities and assist 

them whenever necessary. 

 

New Opening Hours 

As previously announced we have now increased our opening hours to include  Wednesday 

afternoons.  If you would like to book your child in for this session or indeed any other 

session during the week please do let us know.  Extra hours can be booked on a permanent 

or ad hoc basis subject to availability.   

 

Grandparents Day – Save the Date – Wednesday 30th March (am) 

We appreciate the significant role that grandparents can have in your 

child’s learning and development.  For this reason we are planning a 

special event for grandparents to visit the pre- school at the end of the 

spring term.  More information will follow closer to the time but you might like 

to give grandparents advance notification of the date.  

 

A couple of requests  

 Please ensure that your child’s peg bag, all outdoor clothing, spare clothes and snack 

are clearly named.  Naming your child’s belongings is important as clothes often get 

mixed up as they are put on and taken off and it is difficult to help a child find their 

snack if it is not marked with their name. 

 Please do not allow your child to play on the ‘grassy’ hill or to the side of the building 

as you wait for the pre-school to open as this can result in bird poo being walked into 

the pre-school before we have had the chance to clear it away and accidents in an 

unsupervised area.  

 Please remember to close both gates behind you when entering and leaving the pre-

school to keep the children away from the busy main road. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.  If you require any more information 

about pre-school activities or events please do not hesitate to ask. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Debbie May 

Pre-school leader  

 

 


